The Coming Civilization
dying culture: it is transcendent to any one phase
of social order. It may, and probably will, take new
forms in a new civilization, but it is not likely to
disappear, because, so far as we can see, a truth
once revealed or discovered does not disappear.
It persists, in spite of changing orders and new
fashions.
The Agnostic Attitude
But does religion represent this eternal reality?
Does it possess the secret of life? In all ages there have
been sceptics to whom its doctrines seemed uncon-
vincing and shallow. The agnostic attitude is no
modern invention. But there is an added incentive
to-day for the conclusion that all attempts to
explain the infinite are mere human inventions.
Modern physics have demonstrated that the world
which we perceive does not in the least resemble
the real world. The chairs we sit in, the rocks we
climb, the earth on which we build are not solid
substances composed of billiard-ball atoms; sub-
stance is made up of atoms, and the atom may be
likened, not to a minute billiard ball, but to a solar
system with a nucleus of positive electricity round
which negative electricity rotates irregularly. Matter
is a 'mush in space-time'.*
The elusiveness of matter and the fact that our
perceptions are so misleading are some excuse for
* Joad's Guide to Modern Thought.
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